Thursday, April 16, 1998

Went to Rohslers and bought the fir tree I fell in love with last year. It’s a grey blue and it’ll grow 30 to 50 ft tall and 10 to 20- feet wide. I’m going to let them plant it in the bed next to the driveway. It’s only four feet now so it’ll take a long time before it will reach such heights and it needs sun and this way I’ll get to look at it all year round.


Candidans white fir


140.00 (95.00 plus planting and delivery- 45.00)

`
Sherwood Orchid azalea

29.00


Andromeda (tall growing,white)

24.00

Rohsler’s was loaded with rhododendrons and azaleas but I controlled myself. I’ll plant these two and then see about more.

Friday, May 10, 1996

The nurseries are full of stuff now. They don’t get their deliveries until the last week in April. Remember that for next year. Then they get more stuff every day.

Went to Rohsler’s again and bought some more. I think that’s all the buying I’m going to do this year. Although Ellen called last night and asked if she could buy me a Snow Queen Oakleaf Hydrangea for the bed near the Nootka and I said of course. This is what I bought today:


one Styrax Abassia



@245.00


one Persia Rhododendron


@58.00


two Red Mill Andromeda


@28.95


two Olga Niblett Azalea (white)

@18.00

This added up to 420. I’m waiting for Kevin to plant this batch and the other other batch I bought from Rohsler’s. The Stryax Abassia is a deciduous tree that is recommended to go with Rhodos and azaleas. I’ll plant it in the corner next to the back porch. There is also a Dogwood growing by itself in front of the front corner of the porch. The location is perfect. I hope it flowers. It looks like it has buds. How exciting. And I’m so glad I didn’t pull it out last year when I first noticed it - or was it the year before.

Wednesday, May 01, 1996

Kevin and Ellen came Saturday and planted 


three Austrian Pines
@66.50





one Norway Spruce



@49.50


one magnificent Blue Spruce


@125.00


fat spreading yew



@59.50


Kousa Dogwood



@105.00


Forest Pansy Redbud



@68.50


andromeda Dorothy Wycoff


@28.00


two contorted Chaema, obtusa

@12.50

Ellen came up with the idea to make the remaining grass into a circle form. Lovely. All this cost about $1,000.

Today I went to Rohslers without Ellen and bought 


one Weeping Alaskan Cedar 


@155.


two Carol Machey Daphne


@15.90


two Teddy Bear Rhododendrons

@22.50


three Yaku Prince Rhodo


@29.95


one Bessie Howell Rhodo


@38.95


one Trude Webster



@48.00

I had a ball. I don’t know when they will deliver. Probably not until next week. As soon as I know, we’ll call Kevin to plant them.  This total was $440.00.
Saw other plants that I want but I’ll wait until this gets into the ground before I make any more purchases.
Monday, April 22, 1996

Well we’re back from Las Vegas and Ken and Ellen came while we were away and much has been done. The garden looks neat as well as beautiful . the Daffodils are blooming and all is well. The Frank’s replacement has planted little stuff on the other side of the fence which is disturbing me no end, but harvey says there’s nothing to be done about that. I couldn’t plant big bushes in the two feet that belong to us no matter what. Oh well. Another frustration in life. 

Meantime on Saturday I went to Eisele’s for his plan. No good. dull And he wanted 4800 dollars. No fun. Today I went to Rohsler’s in allendale with Norma and saw lots of interesting stuff. Tomorrow I’m going to go with Ellen to a nursery in her neighborhood where she gets a good discount ( I imagine) and we’ll pick out stuff for her and her people to plant. 

I bought a book “All about trees” and I realize I really don’t like the pear tree. The Kousa is lovely. I’m not sure about the redbud. That seems too delicate. I saw a variegated holly that I liked. Hmm. It needs sun. But wouldn’t it go great near the hollies that I already have? Yes it would.

Spoke to Betsy Murphy; she’s upset about the kids marching back and forth - I’ll clip some of my euonymos to give her. Maybe I’ll plant it for her as well. No big deal, right? 

The squirrels eat the tulips so this fall I’ll plant more daffodils and forget about tulips. Another frustration. 
Thursday, April 11, 1996

The forecast was for rain this afternoon and all weekend. so I hurried out and fertilized the lawn. Now the sun is out and it is a beautiful day. But it’s Scott’s organic stuff so I hope it won’t burn. I used two bags of 5,000 square feet each. Ken came to do the gutters and the spring clean up. I stopped him from doing the clean up. Would you believe the coincidence.

Wednesday, April 10, 1996

Ellen came over with jean Wheaton to discuss the landscaping. Ellen is going to make up an estimate and we’ll see what’s what. They are discouraging about the Bradford Pear. They like other flowering trees, the Kousa and the redbud. So we’ll see. 

I cut the grass I can’t remember it’s name - near the pool and it looks ready for the summer growth.

 Tuesday, April 09, 1996

The Shady Oaks catalog arrived. Lovely. many interesting plants and ideas. And Kevin Eisele came to look at the property. He says the Alaskan Cypress will go fine in that area. He’s going to draw up a plan and I’ll see it on Saturday, the 20th when i come home from Las Vegas. 

Ellen will come tomorrow with jean wheaton to look at the same area. I feel i have things under control.

Cut the old grass and cleared away that area. Filled up three pails with the stuff. Later I’ll prune the clematis over the archway.

It’s really windy today, but thank goodness it didnt’ snow as forecast yesterday.

There’s a question about the Bradford pear. The nurseries and Ellen say that it is a short lived tree and that it breaks at the crown in about 12-15 years. Should I worry about that? Kevin recommended a red maple, but I’m not happy about that.

Saturday, March 30, 1996

Have the name of a nursery that specializes in shady plants:


Shady Oaks


112 10th Avenue SE


Waseca, MN 56093

Will send $4.00 for their color catolog.

Got a message from the forum saying that the Oak Leaf Hydrangea is marvelous in the shade.

Friday, March 29, 1996

The maple is gone. Jeff Smith came with a crane and several other impressive machines. Took him a little over an hour. That tree was really rotted away. Now I don’t know exactly what to do with that space. I don’t know if i’m going to plant another tree there, after all. I was all set to plant a Bradford Pear. All the tree men say that is a great tree. But I don’t have a plan for that area and I should before I plant anything.

Wednesday, March 27, 1996

Stopped off at Norma’s after bringing Miranda home. Ordered tradescantia (spider wort) from her wholesale catalog.

Monday, March 25, 1996

Cleaned out the south eastern area under the oaks and hemlocks. Will plant the oak hydrangea, toad lily, tradescantia ssp., asarum candense, a. europaeum , whatever that is. I got that from the forum.

Friday, March 22, 1996

Finally decided what to do about the view from the kitchen window. Plant 3 hemlocks behind the hydrangeas and a rhododendron named Trude Webster and an azalea  Garden State Pink or Garden State White flanking the Nootka 

Trude Webster: a super plant, a Greer hybrid, received a Superior Plant Award. The huge flowers, 5 inches wide, are clear pink with faint reddish specks in the blotch. Dark green leaves grow to 7 inches in length and 3 inches in width. although heat tolerant it grows best in partial shade. Medium to large, hardy to -10 degrees. Sounds wonderful.

Garden State  Most are hardy to -15 degrees and have a low to medium growth habit.

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Dik’s Weeping’also known as the Nootka. Peculiar, loose growing weeping form. 

Tuesday, March 19, 1996

Too nasty today to work outside. Started cleaning up the study. Found old garden catalogues. Reminded my self to get rid of the viburnum (3 of them) under the Hemlock and Oak trees in the front-Murphy side of the driveway. Will plant Hydrangea quercifolia “snow queen”. This should thrive in the deep shade over there. I think it’s too shady even for rhodos. Will check, because I’d love to have rhodos.

Monday, March 18, 1996
Finished cleaning along the front walkway. Need a low growing rhodo Holden at the corner of the pathway and the driveway next to the large red rhodo. 

Holden Hardy compact Shammarello hybrid is popular in the Midwest and Northeast. The deeppink flowers marked with red blotches are 2 1/2 inches wide and borne in cone-shaped trusses. leaves are a lustrous dark green and 4 inches long. Holden is heat tolerant but it flowers in the fall in the southeast. . Medium, hardy to -15 degrees.

Sunday, March 17, 1996

Cleaned under the bushes along the front walk yesterday and today. Pulled out some pachysandra under the bushes. Need more crocuses along that pathway.
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