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Dear Elyse 





It was so nice hearing from you and Ivan. Yes, we also think of the parties when Harvey’s birthday comes around. We did have great times, didn’t we? Allison is 15 and Dustin is 12. Amazing! I’m glad that Ivan is happy in his work. 





But what’s this about spinal surgery? Goodness, Eyse, you mention that as an aside. How come you needed that? I hope you’re feeling ok now. 





We’re both at home now and I do miss working. But I don’t know how we had time to go to work in the past. Harvey is writing more papers than ever and communicating via email with other mathematicians all over the world. He’s having a great time and making quite a name for himself in the mathematics community, specializing of course in prime numbers. 





I’m still playing with French, Italian, Spanish and German. I read something in a foreign language all the time, alternating with English. I have teachers coming to the house once a week, each and we gossip and study some grammar and idioms for a couple of hours. Actually that isn’t altogether true. I haven’t had an Italian teacher for a couple of years. My old teacher moved back to Italy and I haven’t taken the trouble to find another one. She came to visit this summer and we had some long conversations in Italian, of course. She told me I had forgotten too much, but I was really pleased with myself anyway. We did after all converse in Italian. But i’m making a resolution to go all the across the street to the high school night classes in italian this winter. Trouble is that when 8:00 in the evening comes around, I’d just as soon put up my feet and do my needlepoint.





But the big thing that I do these days, especially in the spring, summer and fall is gardening. I’m really proud of my efforts. I have flowers throughout the season. I have an English type perennial garden so when some stop flowering others take over. And I’ve planted lots of evergreen trees where there was only lawn before. I’m about to create another garden to the right of the driveway. I want to fill the whole lawn up with rhododendrons and azaleas so that you have to walk through with a winding path. Emily says I should live in California so that I could garden all year long. But what can you do? I’m here for the duration. 





Terry visited with her daughters, Melanie is 13 and Alice is 10. Then Melanie went back home to Florida to live with some friends during the summer while Terry and Alice drove through the country at a very leisurely pace taking in the sights. They’re now with Emily in Colorado where they’ll stay for a while until alice needs to go back to school. Terry is a massage therapist and works in the winter so she can travel about in the summer, being the free spirit that she is. 


Emily lives in Pagosa Springs, Colorado with her husband Steve. I love him truly. Last year because the winter in Colorado was so bad, he couldn’t work, so they came here for a few months where I put him to work repairing and remodeling stuff around the house. Then he also did some carpentry for Evelyn and Richard Bronson and more for relatives of theirs. I’m hoping they’ll come back this winter. I have more for him to do. He’s a delight. I hate to deal with workers. Somehow I never seem to be able to get them to do exactly what I want. Emily is sometimes disgusted with me because she says I’m willing to settle for less than I should. Steve is easy to talk to to discuss things and make plans. 





The latest thing I’m going to do is get a 3D Landscaping program to help me design my new garden. Everytime I learn a new application, I curse and scream and cry. But as soon as I get a vague idea how it works I’m just delighted.





Bob lives nearby with Judy and Miranda who is 9 years old. The big news there is that they’re home schooling Miranda and she is flourishing. No anxieties for this kid. The amazing part is how consistently patient and understanding Bob is with her. As a result that child just adores her father. Bob has always had his heart in the right place, but with Miranda he shows it.





Doug is still in New York and still working at graphics with Elaine. He says he is very busy so I guess all is well with him.





So there you have it. You’re caught up with the Dubner family. I hope your back problems don’t prevent you from doing the stuff you want to do. 





By the way, don’t be turned off by me typing instead of writing long hand. My handwriting has always been almost illegible and I enjoy so much clattering away on the computer.





Fondly, Harriet


