Harriet Dubner

449 Beverly Road

Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Lila Weisz

359 Southeast 6th Street

Dania FL 33004

Thursday, September 25, 1997

Dear Lila:

The weather these past several weeks has been glorious. In the 60s and 70s during the day with very little rain. We're almost having frost at night so I'm busy taking in all the plants. Last night it went down to 36 and one of my philodendrons didn't like the cold weather. I've finally gotten almost all the jades inside and the big plants that go in the living room. Those big ones are the same ones I've had for over 25 years. The kitchen window is almost filled up with plants. But those I buy from time to time so that I have flowers in the window.Now I'm going to start digging up the geraniums that can't last outside during the winter. I should take cuttings but sometimes they rot - so I bring in all the plants and take cuttings throughout the winter. Good grief, I've got a lot of work to do.

Tomorrow a certified tree arborist is coming to give me an estimate and advice for pruning the big yews and arborvitae and even the hollies so they don't thin out at the bottom. I'm going to have him look at the west side of the house, too. I've forgotten about that area. I'm not happy with how that looks - also the pen area. I've been frugal this year, not having Ellen as much as in past years, so I can spend some on this kind of maintenance. Trouble is these guys charge as much as doctors.

I'm going to have to go to a dentist. I'm going to change dentists for the first time in umpteen years. Judy has one that she likes very much. I'm kind of waiting until I finish with the chiropractor. Oh yes, my feet are feeling better than they have in years. I bought men's hiking boots and I've been wearing them, especially when I work in the garden. Very secure feeling. Maybe that same company makes shoes as well.

Lila, do you know what "closed captioning" is? That’s like subtitles only in English. Harvey says all new TVs come equipped with that service for people who can't hear. He says if your TV is more than five or six years old you can get a box in an electronics store, like "You Can't Beat the Wiz." He says you should speak to someone about that. What do you think?

I went back to school this week. And I was a little nervous. I registered last summer for an Italian course in the community school across the street. It meets from 7:00 PM to 9:00. I wasn't sure up until the last moment that I would really go. But go I did and I'm so glad I did. It was fun hearing Italian again. I think it's my favorite language and the level of the class is just about where I belong. A few years ago when I was in top form, it would have been too easy, but now after so many years of no practice, it was just fine. Now I have to do my homework.

Love, Harriet

