Harriet Dubner

449 Beverly Road

Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Selma Reiter

500 Bayview Drive

North Miami, Florida 33160-4779

Saturday, June 20, 1998
Dear Selma,

Good grief! Such a long time since I wrote last. What must you be thinking. I just got an E-mail message from my brother Marty, wondering why I hadn’t written to him either. Well I have no reason. Maybe because i’m in a little funk right now. You will sympathize with me, I’m sure. I fell months ago and landed on my knee. Nothing broken, I don’t think, but it’s been sore and tender ever since. Not enough to hinder me though in all my activities. Or so I thought. But lately, I’ve been having trouble with that right side. Trouble walking up the steps, and things like that. My hip hurts and the muscles in my groin. Enough so that I’ve slowed down with all the activities that I do, exercising, walking, gardening, etc. I really use all my muscles and now that they’re suffering so am I. 

I’ve been reading a lot and putting ice on my knee. I went to a chiropractor and she says not to stop exercising, just do it in moderation. So that makes me feel better although harvey insists I should stop all my activities and let the knee heal. Somehow I think he’s right although that’s hard for me to do. My weeds are calling me. I planted lots of new shrubs and trees this spring – now I’m sitting back and not doing that kind of work. Now I’m trying to get the annuals into the boxes on the porches. But slowly. So that’s my news. I know you’ve had a few incidents yourself. Now have an idea how difficult that can be.

Fortunately I have the computer to keep me company and of course, books. I’ve stopped buying them (for a while I was supporting Barnes and Noble) but I go to the library at least once a week. I’m still reading in French, Spanish, German and Italian although I stopped all the teachers. I’m still working on a needlepoint bench cover for the digital piano. I spend more time on the needlepoint than on the piano. Playing the piano is such a frustration. I wrote to Beatty and she answered – said I should just play pretty. That one word from her helped me for a while but I could use some more encouragement.

Emily just bought a house out there in Colorado. She’s been living in a mobile home and now she’s upgraded to a house. It has two floors, four bedrooms, two baths, a basement and a garage. Probably a few other rooms – I left out the kitchen – and she’ s in 7th heaven. 2500 square feet and all that for $130,000. 

She’s been doing tile work – this picture is a tile counter she made for Bobby and Judy when she was here this winter. She cuts the tile with a saw and designs a pattern and installs it. She has several jobs lined up in Colorado. People are so excited when they see her work. She’s finally been able to put her artistry to work. She made an exotic table for herself – she learned on her own -  and now people who have seen it want her to create things for them. She’s having a fine time. 

Love, Harriet

