Harriet Dubner

449 Beverly Road

Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Lila Weiss

359 SE 6th Street

Dania, Florida 33004

Tuesday, October 13, 1998

Dear Lila,

Right you are. There is a certain satisfaction knowing that you’ve done something from scratch. Now if you had a computer I could send you a picture of the queen that i did do by scratch. Sorry that I don’t have a color printer. Emily helped me copy it from a coloring book I found, that has Henry VIII and his queens. I copied one of the queens, colored it, enlarged it and then transferred it to a canvas. I didn’t use the light box, although that would probably have made life easier. I found the background in another book and just copied it, counting the stitches. I used metallic yarn and beads and something that even looks like fur. Anyway this is a black and white rendition of the queen I made for a friend’s daughter. I cursed all the way, because I had to keep redesigning as I went along – not only the colors but the shape. I’m going to make another one for melanie. She saw me making one and although she knew how much trouble it was she asked for one for herself. No shrinking violet, she.

Harvey and I went into the city Saturday. A very rare occurrence, believe me. I had my heart in my mouth the whole trip. But I didn’t get a headache so I guess it wasn’t too bad. We went to two needlepoint stores, one on Lexington Avenue and 79th street (such a bustling area) and the other on 29th between second and third avenues. And I noticed on the back of a catalogue that their distributor was on 49th in Brooklyn. It was great being in the city again. And they did have the canvases I wanted. Not a great selection, but they did have some. I bought about five of them – some of them duplicates but in different sizes. I was so excited, I probably bought more than I should have.

I went to Evelyn’s and looked at her piano bench. And I’ve decided to do it myself. First I’ll block my work, then I’ll get a two inch foam pillow – they cut it to size - , then I’ll tack it to the top of the bench on the inside.. I don’t want seams so what’s the big deal – it says here. Esther writes she ‘s going to reupholster two of her old living room chairs. If she can do it, so can I, don’t you think?

And lila, I wouldn’t presume to tell you what to do about your hearing. If you haven’t been able to solve that problem, I certainly wouldn’t know what to do. I studied it years ago, so for a while there I thought I knew a thing or two, but remember I graduated in 1950. What do I know now?

But it would be nice to be closer. I would love to be able to go shopping with you trying to solve these day to day issues together. I just read a book about two elderly sisters. That’s us babe and they managed to get along accepting each other’s foibles. 

I went shopping with Harvey today for a faucet. The pretty one that i had in the little bathroom broke and we had to replace it. He was adamant not to buy the same one. Well so was I but I figured if I couldn’t find one I liked, maybe I’d consider buying the same one again. No sense cutting off my nose to spite my face – but he said it was defective mechanically and that I shouldn’t even consider it. Thanks a lot. That’s not the kind of advice you’d get from a sister. Fortunately we found one that was pretty and he approved of. 

Love, Harriet

