Harriet Dubner

449 Beverly Road

Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Selma Reiter

500 Bayview Drive

North Miami, Florida 33160-4779

Monday, August 24, 1998
Dear Selma,

Yesterday we went to the Bar Mitzvoh of Philip’s on Max. Philip you know is Marty’s son. I had a fabulous time at the bar mitzvoh. We arrived a half hour too soon.Harvey is always right, you know. bob and he discussed how long it would take to get there and although Harvey disagreed he went along with what bob said. So we arrived early and the fun started right away because it gave us a chance to talk to the family before the services began. I enjoyed talking to my brother and Irene, etc. Harvey spent time with Ronnie, who you know is a judge in Virginia.  And I took pictures with my old camera. Everyone of course commented how much I look like my mother and that made me feel good. I felt like her representative and in my nice dress (bought expecially for the occasion) I did her proud.Then the services began at 10:-00 o'clock and lasted till 12. Very interesting. It is a conservative congregation - all the men wore yamulkas but the rabbi is one of these new age guys and didn't talk that much about God except that god is truth, etc. He sang the service with a pleasant voice and played his guitar. He talked  a lot of about the new moon, saying that judaism follows the lunar months and a lot of stuff like that. Terry would have loved it and I'm sorry she wasn't there. Just before we left, she said she would have liked to have gone. It just never occured to me. She would have had a good time, I believe - and so would have Allie, Terry’;s eleven year old. Ah well, too smart too late.

All Marty's children , of course, were there. Leslie is beautiful and hasn't aged a bit, although they say she has a hard life. Fortunately she has her parents who take care of her children while she's at work. She works very hard and has an important job. I never did find out what. She's right up there with the bigwigs. Friendly with Hilary Clinton, etc. Philip is quite mature looking. He has a responsible place in his community and looks the part. Getting a little heavy. Elana who is 16 is turning out to be quite the beauty. And Max seems a darling boy. by the way, Adam, Leslie's boy is going to be bar mitvohed in February. Wow!

During the meal I sat with Serena, Eugene and Ilonka. Remember? Ilonka is Irene’s aunt. Rosie died some four years ago. I always liked Ilonka and we chatted non-stop for hours. Harvey of course was kind of alone, he couldn't hear a word of what we were saying because the noise what so great,  but he said that I shouldn't worry about him. He came through as a real trooper. Philip and Marty came over from time to time to talk with him, because he obviously was alone. I know he didn't really mind - he was happy that I was having a good time and he was resigned to being there. He is some kind of wonderful guy.

After the meal we chatted some more and Harvey talked some more with Ronnie. Gabrielle, Philip’s wife,  invited us to come home with them but I thanked her and said no, it was time for us to go home. We arrived home at about 7:00. I drove part of the way home because there was a lot of traffic and Harvey was willing for me to drive because I don't mind driving in traffic and he does. So all was well. And I was happy because I didn't have to be nervous in the car.Today I'm relaxed and tired. I'm looking forward to not doing much and it's hot and humid again so that is a good idea.There you have it. Love Harriet

